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CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE. 



At a meeting of the Council of the Ethnological Society, held 
in the rooms of the Society, 4 St. Martin's Place, on the 23rd 
of February, 1869, Professor Huxley, F.R.S., President, in the 
Chair, it was resolved, on the proposal of Colonel A. Lane Fox, 
Hon. Sec, to institute a permanent Committee under the 
auspices of the Society, for the purpose of examining, classify- 
ing, and registering all branches of ethnological evidence. 

The general objects and functions of the Committee were 
stated in the following memorandum, which, having been read 
and discussed, was adopted by the Council as a provisional 
basis on which to inagurate the Committee. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Functions of the Committee. 

1. Admission of Evidence. — The Committee will examine 
into the validity of all evidence submitted to the Society, or 
otherwise obtainable, in relation to the science of Man. It will 
reject false data, or such as appear to be unauthenticated, of 
insufficiently proved. It will ascertain, as far as practicable, 
the period to which all evidence belongs, the locality and date 
of discovery, the names of the discoverers, witnesses, authors, 
or of such persons as may be able to authenticate the dis- 
coveries. It will investigate associated facts, rejecting as such 
all the connexion of which is insufficiently proved or impro- 
bable. The relative value of all evidence, whether direct or 
second-hand, to be attached to the names of the authors or 
communicators, according to a scale of abbreviations to be 
hereafter determined upon. 

2. Terminology. — The Committee will decide upon a fixed 
terminology, as far as may be practicable, for all branches of 
ethnological evidence. 

3. Classification. — The Committee will classify all facts ad- 
mitted in evidence. The classification will be as follows, with 
the abbreviations denoting each grade : — 



CLASSES. SUBCLASSES. VARIETIES. SUBVARIETIES. SECTIONS. SUBSECTIONS. 

C. S.C. V. S.V. S. S.S. 

t it in mi inn iiiiii 

Each inferior grade will contain subdivisions of the one 
above it. 

The classification will include the following primacy divisions, 
viz. : — 1. Races. 2. Languages. 3. Religions. 4. Folk 
Lore and Superstitions. 5. Laws, Customs, and Institutions. 
6. Works of Art and Industry. 

The first two of these divisions having been made subjects of 
study for some time, the classifications proposed by various 
authors will be open to the consideration of the committee ; but 
the remaining divisions afford a new field for classification 
which it will be the province of the Committee to inaugurate. 

When the successive phases of any of the above-mentioned 
branches of evidence can be ascertained with sufficient certainty 
to establish a sequence, the several items will be arranged by 
grades in such a manner that the history of each class may be 
traced through all the ramifications of its development ; when, 
however, this cannot be done, a provisional classification based 
upon analogy can be made, subject to revision as fresh evidence 
accrues. Projects of classification prepared by individual mem- 
bers, after discussion and a consideration of the evidence, may be 
adopted or modified according to circumstances. 

4. Correspondence. — The members will communicate with 
authors and others from whom accurate information may be ob- 
tained, and the correspondence will be docketed as far as possible 
by classes for future reference. Information will also be obtained 
by means of the " Notes and Queries " in the Quarterly Journal. 

5. Registration. — All facts and all evidence classified in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of No. 3 will be registered upon 
sheets provided for the purpose, by means of abbreviations to be 
hereafter determined upon. The registers will be kept by grades, 
and will be accompanied by distribution maps. The several 
columns of the register will include : — 1st, the abbreviations de- 
noting the class, subclass, variety, subvariety, &c. of the item 
registered ; 2nd, associated facts, also classified as above ; 3rd, 
the period to which the item belongs ; 4th, date of discovery ; 
5th, date of registry ; 6th, the names of the authorities, the ab- 
breviation denoting the value of the evidence as detailed in 
No. 1, and reference to authors, or to the correspondence of the 
Committee; 7th, the name of the person by whom the information 
is communicated to the Committee. There will also be a column 



in which an outline sketch of the item may be inserted, when 
practicable. A form of register and a scale of abbreviations 
will be submitted to the committee. 

6. Distribution. — Skeleton maps of various sizes will be 
provided for the purpose of marking the geographical distribution 
of the several classes, subclasses, varieties, &c. ; some of these 
should correspond to the size of the registers, so as to go in the 
same covers. Distributions arranged by individual members 
will be submitted to the Committee and discussed. 

7. Reports. — Reports will be made to the Society from time 
to time showing the classifications and distributions that have 
been determined upon. These reports will be illustrated by dis- 
tribution maps. The registers will also be open to any members 
of the Society who desire to obtain from them information re- 
lating to any special branch of study they may be investigating. 

8. In order that the Committee may include amongst its 
members all the varied knowledge that is necessary to give weight 
to its decisions, a certain number of non-Fellows will be invited 
to become members of the Committee. 

9. The Committee will be empowered to increase its numbers 
from time to time, and to appoint Subcommittees for the inves- 
tigation of particular branches. 

10. There will be a President and an Honorary Secretary ; and 
Minutes will be kept of the decisions of the Committee. 

SOME OF THE ADVANTAGES TO BE DERIVED FROM THE COMMITTEE. 

1. As the science of man must of necessity be opposed to a 
number of preconceived opinions, it is desirable the evidence on 
which it is based should be subject to careful scrutiny, and not 
left to individual judgment. 

2. The establishing a fixed terminology will promote accuracy 
in the discussion of these subjects. 

3. By means of classification, an insight will be obtained into 
the natural growth and order of development of all branches of 
human culture. 

4. The Committee by this means will be enabled to collect a 
number of isolated facts which are now in the possession of per- 
sons who have neither time nor inclination to prepare papers, but 
who will be glad to avail themselves of the means thus afforded 
of briefly recording their experience. 



5. By means of the distribution maps, the Society will be in a 
better position to determine, on the one hand, those branches of 
human culture which appear to be derived from a common source, 
and, on the other, those which have arisen independently, and 
to ascertain how far they have been modified by external causes 
during migration. 

6. The distribution maps will be the means of drawing the 
attention of ethnologists to those regions which are as yet unex- 
plored; they will show what information is wanted, and where to 
look for it. 

7. As each class of subjects will be registered separately, persons 
especially qualified for the investigation of particular branches will 
be able to refer to the registers as a means of prosecuting their 
studies. By this means will be promoted a division of labour 
which is necessary to the success of all great undertakings. 

8. As, however, the truth can only be promoted by a balance 
of opinions drawn from a broad basis of evidence, much greater 
advantage will be derived from a combination of workers, such 
as is contemplated by the institution of the Committee, than from 
trusting to the imperfect results of limited individual experience 
and partial judgment. 
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M. Anatole de Barthelemy, Membre de la Commission de la Topographic 

des Gaules et de la Societi des Antiquaires de France, Paris. 
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Bonn, Correspondant de I'Institut archeologique de Rome, etc., a Franc- 

fort-sur-le-Mein (Prusse). 
D' J. G. Cuno, Graudenz (Prussia). 
D" - Lorenz Diefenbach, Frankfurt-am-Mein (Prussia). 
D r H. Ebel, honorary Member of the Royal Irish Academy, Schneidemuhl 

(Prussia). 
The Rev. D. Silvan Evans, Llanymawddwy Rectory, Merionethshire, 

North Wales. 
Samuel Ferguson, LL. D., Member of the Royal Irish Academy, Deputy 

Keeper of the Public Records of Ireland, Dublin, Ireland. 
M. G. Flechia, Professeur de Sanscrit et de Grammaire Comparee a I' Uni- 
versity de Turin (Italy). 
W. M. Hennessy, Esq., Member of the Royal Irish Academy, Dublin, 

Ireland. 
M. Eug. Hucher, Directeur du Musie archiologique du Mans, au Mans 

(Sarthe), France. 
P. W. Joyce, Esq., A. M., Member of the Royal Irish Academy, Dublin 
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M. R. F. Le Men, Archiviste du Finistere, Quimper (Finistere), France. 

M. F. Liebrecht, Professeur a I'Athink, Liege (Belgium). 

M. Adrien de Longperier, Membre de I'Institut de France, Paris. 

M. F. M. Luzel, Plouaret (C6tes-du-Nord), France. 

The Rev. Th. Mac Lauchlan, Member of the Society of Antiquaries of 

Scotland, Edinburgh, Scotland. 
The Rev. R. Williams Mason, M. A., Llanfair, Merionethshire North 

Wales. 
Prof. Max Muller, Membre itranger de I'Institut de France, Professor of 

Comparative Philology at Oxford, Oxford (Great-Britain). 
M. Eug. Muntz, Paris. 
M. C. Nigra, Ministre d' Italic, Paris. 
M. Gaston Paris, Paris. 

The Rev. John Peters, Bala, Merionethshire, North Wales. 
M. Adolphe Pictet, Geneva, Switzerland. 
M. Ernest Renan, Membre de I'Institut de France, Paris. 
John Rhys, Esq., Jesus College, Oxford (Great-Britain). 
M. Roget, baron de Belloguet, Paris. 
The Rev. D r J. H. Todd, Senior fellow of Trinity College, Regius Professor 

of Hebrew in the University of Dublin; formerly President of the Royal 

Irish Academy; Fellow of the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries of 

Copenhagen, etc. Dublin, Ireland. 
Whitley Stokes, Esq., Simla, India. 
M. J. de Wal, Professeur de Droit a I'Universiti de Leyde, Holland. 

The investigation of the Celtic languages, literatures and antiquities 
deserves the attention of the literary and philological world by reason of 
the important part acted by the Celts in the history of the Ancient 
World, and the treasures of the Neo -Celtic literatures. Much 
has been done already for these studies in Great Britain and in Ireland ; 
nevertheless, we dare affirm that more remains to be done yet. The 
want of union, however, between Celtic scholars is a great obstacle 
to the progress of these studies. The scholars of the Continent and the 
scholars of the British Islands have not sufficient knowledge of one 
another. This is much to be regretted. For continental scholars, the 
British Islands, that chief stronghold of the Celtic races, are almost out of 
the world ; Virgil's well-known verse is still applicable to them — 

Et penitus toto divisos orbe Britannos. 

How can continental scholars know what texts are published , 
what works are pursued on the other side of the Channel , when no 
common centre exists for the interchange of such information ? On the 
other hand, the scholars of the insular Celtic countries, who have at their 
disposal the monuments, the manuscripts, the folklore and the language 
of their national country, often look in vain for information concerning 
what is being done on the Continent. Let us have an alliance between 
the Celtic scholars of every nation and of every country, and light 
will be shed by and by on the history and the literature of a great 
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race, so that we may yet say of Celtic scholars what the poet has said of 
the Celts at large : 

Tho' fallen the state of Erin, and changed the Scottish land, 
Tho' small the power of Mona, tho' unwaked Llewelyn's band, 
Tho' Ambrose Merlin's prophecies degenerate to tales, 
And the cloisters of Iona are bemoaned by northern gales — 
One in name and in fame 
Are the sea-divided Gaels. 

Let us hope that the sea-divided Celtic scholars once will be one in name 
and in fame, and, as the Scotch saying is, ri guailibh a cheile. 

We deem that France, between the Celtic countries and the mother- 
country of philology, Germany, is the fit and proper place for an inter- 
national Celtic magazine. The inhabitants of Britanny are Celts, too; 
and Gaulish blood runs yet in the veins of modern Frenchmen. The 
task of starting a Celtic magazine is all the more attractive that these 
studies have no representative in the continental Press. True that good 
papers on these matters appear from time to time in the Revue Archeolo- 
gique, in the Revue Critique, and chiefly in the Beitrage zur vergleichenden 
Sprachforschung. But Celtic studies are not the main object of these ma- 
gazines. We wish to start a magazine devoted only to Celtic studies, and 
comprehending all its sides, Mythology, History, Literary history, and 
Archaiology, as far as Archaiology immediately illustrates history and 
Mythology. 

Such an undertaking may look rather imprudent when societies, which 
in the Celtic countries represent these studies disappear one after the 
other. The Dublin Ossianic Society has itself gone into the world of 
Ossianic shadows; The excellent Ulster Archddogical Journal is extinct. 
The Irish Archaological Society and the Celtic Society do not exist any 
more. The Royal Irish Academy and the Kilkenny Arch&ological Society are 
left alone to cultivate the field of Irish antiquities. We find at Douglas 
the active Manx Society; in Wales, the flourishing Cambrian Archaolo- 
gical Association. But what has become of the Welsh mss. Society, and of 
the Cambrian Institute? In Scotland, in the vicinity of the Society of Anti- 
quaries of Scotland, the Spalding Club seems approaching its end. These 
are apparently sad omina; but we think that these societies have failed 
in their enterprise, because their character was exclusively local. To 
confine in a small country studies which awake a general interest, de- 
prives them of the sympathy which they should excite in the whole lite- 
rary and philological world. 

The list of our contributors shows that our magazine is a truly interna- 
tional undertaking, and that it brings together all the forces of the Celtic 
studies. The most distinguished Celtic scholars of the British Islands and 
of the Continent have kindly joined us and promised their active co- 
operation. We intend to publish articles written without distinction in 
English, French, German or Latin. Should however a certain number of our 
subscribers express such a wish , we are willing to give in a French 
translation the papers of our German contributors. 

It is our opinion that on many points, and especially questions of origin, 
Celtic scholars ought to abstain from giving any definitive judgment 
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until all sources of information be carefully investigated. Therefore we 
intend to publish materials chiefly, and we shall avoid too affirmative 
conclusions. 

We intend to publish : 

Inedited Irish, Scotch-Gaelic, Manx, Welsh, Cornish and Breton 
texts, with translations. We shall carefully select texts interesting either 
for the Philology or for the History of the Literature, or for the mythology; 

Philological essays on the Celtic languages and on their relationship 
with the other Indo-European languages ; 

Researches on the religion of the ancient Celts and on Celtic folklore; 

Dissertations on the obscure epochs in the history of the Celtic races ; 

Essays on the history of the Celtic Literatures and on their relations 
with the mediaeval literature of Europe ; 

A Bibliography, as complete as possible, of all the works concerning 
Celtic studies published in the British Islands and on the Continent during 
the course of the year. 

We intend further to reprint from time to time interesting and scarce 
texts or tracts, such as 0' Clerigh's Irish Glossary, Griffith Roberts' Welsh 
Grammar, Bishop Carswell's Gaelic Prayer-book, Gillies' Collection of 
Gaelic poems, the Tremenvan an ytron Maria and the Buhez mab den, etc. 

The following list of the papers which we shall publish in our first 
numbers will show the composition and the line of the « Revue celtique » .• 

H. d'Arbois de Jubainville : Etude sur la phon&ique du Breton de 

Vannes. 
D 1 ' A. Bacmeister : Grundziige der keltischen Etymologic 
Anatole de Barthelemy : Des representations figurees de la divinity 

gauloise appetee Dis Pater par C6sar (VI, 18). 
J. G. Cuno : Kelto-Italische Studien. 

Samuel Ferguson : On the lapidary Inscriptions of ancient Ireland. 
H. Gaidoz : L'Aguilanneuf. 
W. M. Hennessy : Original texts and translations from the most ancient 

Irish Manuscripts, relating to Celtic Mythology, Literature and Philology. 
Eug. Hucher : Etudes sur Part Gaulois. 
R. F. Le Men : Coutumes et superstitions de la Basse-Bretagne : Nains, 

grants, lutins; Sorciers, formules d'Incantation; — Culte des Pierres 

et des Fontaines ; — Notes sur les Dialectes Bretons ; — Recherches 

sur les Saints de la Bretagne Armoricaine. 
Adrien de Longperier : Melanges Gaulois. 
F. M. Luzel : Contes et remits populaires de la Basse-Bretagne; — 

Etudes sur la literature Dramatique de la Basse-Bretagne. 
Eugene MiiNTZ : Etude sur la miniature Irlandaise. 
C. Nigra : Extraits des Gloses Irlandaises de Milan. 
Gaston Paris : Pantagruel. — Lais inddits. 
The Rev, John Peters : On Welsh Phonology. 
Adolphe Pictet : Miscellanea Gallica. 
Ernest Renan : Melanges Bretons. 
John Rhys, Welsh Etymology. 
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Amongst the marks of sympathy which we have met with, we are 
happy to quote the following communications : 

Geneve, 2( fevrier 1869. 

J'applaudis de toutes mes forces a votre projet de fonder une Revue Celtique, sur 

le plan que vous m'indiquez, et je me ferai un devoir et un plaisir d'y contribuer dans la 

mesure de mes moyens 

Adolphe Pictet. 

Calcutta, 12 jan. '69. 

I am glad to hear that you contemplate the foundation of a Celtic Journal, and 

your plan seems to me excellent. Such a Journal has been an old dream of mine, which 
I hoped to realize when (if ever) 1 returned to Europe. But the details of your plan seem 
preferable to those of mine. You may count on all the help that I can give you 

Whitley Stokls. 

Dublin, May '69. 

Dear friend, As far as my health permits, you may reckon upon all the help I can give 
you. Your Revue will be a work of great importance not only to Celtic studies , but also 
to Comparative Philology in general. 

James H. Todd, D. D. 

Oxford, 22 may. 

I hope that your Revue, Celtique may succeed. The international system which 

you have adopted is certainly the right one. If 1 should ever catch a Celtic fish, I shall 

gladly send it to your table 

Max Muller. 

Paris, 1 1 juin. 

La Revue Celtique realise un de mes voeux les plus chers. Elle sera, je n'en doute pas, 
l'instrument le plus efficace pour organiser ces etudes celtiques, chez nous si deplorable- 
ment negligees. 

E. Renan. 

Berlin, 16 Msrz 1869. 

.... Ich begrfisse Ihr unternehmen mit freude, da es jedenfalls geeignet sein wird das 
immer lebhafter werdende interesse an keltischer sprache und geschichte zu foerdern, die 
noch lange nicht genug gewurdigt sind, was zum theil allerdings die schuld derer ist, die 
sie zu hoch veranschlagt haben. Wenn Sie daher alien zungen den kampfplatz oeffnen 
wollen, so wird es gewiss nicht wenig dazu beitragen, in behandlung aller fragen der art 
gewissermassen einen Europaeischen areopag einzuselzen 

Adalbert Kuhn. 

« On nous annonce l'apparition prochaine d'une Revue Celtique trimestrielle , dirigee par 
notre collaborateur M. Gaidoz. Nons ne pouvons que souhaiter de voir ce projet se rea- 
liser; entre les mains de M. Gaidoz, initie aux severes methodes de la Philologie com- 
paree, un pareil recueil contribuera sans aucun doute a nous debarrasser des reveries des 
Celtomanes, et a faire entrer Us etudes celtiques dans une voie vraiment scientifique. » 

Revue Archiobgique, N* de mai 1869, p. 585. 
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TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 

The Revue Celtique will be issued in quarterly numbers, of about 1 30 
pages each, in the same size and the same type as this advertisement. 

Numbers will not be sold separately. 

The first number of the Revue will be given to the press as soon as 
the number of subscriptions reaches 200. 

The best way to subscribe is to fill up the following modd of subs- 
cription and forward it with name and address to Trubner and Co., 
60, Paternoster Row, London, E. C. Subscribers will be requested to 
pay the amount by post-office orders or cheques, when the first number 
is about to be issued. 

The subscription is one pound per annum for the British Islands. The 
Revue will be forwarded free by post. 

N. B. A few copies will be printed on laid paper with the names 
of subscribers. The terms of subscription for these copies will be double, 
viz. two pounds per annum. 

A list of the subscribers will be given at the end of every yearly 
volume. 

American subscriptions will be received by : 

E. Steiger, New-York (U. S.) 

John Wiley and son, d° 

J. B. Lippincott and Co., Philadelphia (U. S.) 

E. P. Dusson and Co., Boston (U. S.) 

Mohun and Bestor, Washington (U. S.) 

Dawson brothers, Montreal (Canada). 
G. Robertson, Melbourne (Australia). 

All literary communications to be addressed, post free, to Monsieur 
H. Gaidoz, Editor, care of Mr. F. Vieweg, propri&aire de la'librairie 
A. Franck, 67, rue Richelieu, Paris. 



Printed by A. Gouverneur. — Nogent-le-Rotrou (France). 
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